CHAPTER VI

" CIVILIZATION AND ITS DISCONTENTS "

THE last writings of Freud have caused many
who call themselves his followers serious and
even painful embarrassment. It was hard to assign
them their proper place in scientific literature; they
did not quite fit in. They had little to do with the
actual theory of the neuroses. Instead, they were an
unusual sort of interpretation and criticism of occi-
dental civilization, reflections on culture undertaken
from the same point of view as that of Freud's study
of the psycho-neuroses. The disarming naivete of
some critics led them to believe that the only bond
linking the one group of Freud's works with this
new group was the identity of the author. They did
not recognize that the bond was wrought within the
mind of this personality who was accustomed to
pursue his ideas to whatever end they led.
But it was not only the matter of these problems
that aroused dismay. The manner of their treat-
ment also was disquieting. It was indubitably true
that in these last writings Freud was far more
subjective than he had ever been. Here he betrayed
something of his personal position on the great
problems of this age and of the ages. This was quite
different from the impersonal, objective attitude of
former years, when his eyes were fixed exclusively
on the subject of his research. Now he dared to
express views that were personal and untraditional.
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